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RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th March 2026 at 8.05 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Bradshaw, Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Rear, Smith 
Borough Cllr. Eddie Pope    LCC Cllr. Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were thirty nine members of the public.
1835/26    To receive apologies
Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh
1836/26 To receive Declaration of Interest

NONE
1837/26
 To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 19th January 2026 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th January 2026 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.

1838/26  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
NONE
1839/26 Adjournment for comments from county and borough councillors (5 mins max each) 
LCC Cllr Rick Edwards stated Reform have a legal challenge regarding moving the children’s A & E at Ormskirk to Southport Hospital. Public opinion want it to stay at Ormskirk.

T he council noted the information. 

1840/26  Police Information

Clerk informed the council the next police mobile unit would be at Holmeswood Village Hall. PCSO Roy Aldwin would inform the clerk of the date and the clerk would inform Holmeswood Village Hall.
The council noted the information.

1841/26 Committees and working groups

To consider and approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting held on Friday 20th February 2026. 

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.

To consider and approve the minutes of the highways working group meeting held on Monday 16th February 2026.

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.

1842/26  Cllr Smith to raise a complaint by Mr Dave Andrews regarding the single-story extension added to original approved permission on 2024/0707/FUL
Cllr Smith stated none of the residents’ comments had been uploaded to WLBC planning site, and the temporary access to the property had collapsed and was blocking the ditch.

T he council noted the information. 

To consider planning applications as below:
2026/0178/FUL The Hermitage Flash Lane Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire 
Erection of single storey greenhouse in front garden
The council support this application
2026/0140/LDP       24 Cousins Lane Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire 

Single storey rear extension. Loft conversion including the change from a hip roof to gable roof including rear dormer.

The council support this application
Planning decision granted

NONE
Planning decisions refused

2025/0711/PIP Sandy Cottage, Sandy Way, Holmeswood, Ormskirk Lancashire

Application for Permission in Principle - Residential Development up to 3no dwellings 
Sandy Cottage, Sandy Way, Holmeswood, Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1UB
1843/26  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
	Check No/DDM
	Payee
	Amount

	022906
	K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
	£602.71

	022907
	Ashfield fencing Rufford Park – fences 2 places
	£878.00

	022908
	P Brookfield maintenance of equipment
	£139.52

	022909
	WLBC trade waste village halls
	£395.37

	022910
	K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
	£782.21

	022911
	P Brookfield Park maintenance
	£233.55

	022912
	Ashfield Fencing Ltd VAT 
	£175.60

	022913
	Yates Playgrounds Ltd-ROSPA repairs
	£132.00

	022914
	KC Computers Ink
	£23.02

	022915
	Chris Weetman planning consultant report
	£150.00

	DDM
	Easywebsites Ltd.
	£36.96


It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
Income                  Donation from Greenbelt                                                                  £500.00
1844/26    Highways

 Cllr Pryke to update from Greenbelt regarding the wall and trees along B5246 

Cllr Pryke informed the council the wall on Holmeswood Road was going to be inspected by a structural engineer in March 2026.
The council noted the information.

1845/26  Public footpaths
Cllr Smith to report on footpath 23 with issues of loose dogs and being overgrown

Cllr Smith stated public had complained about Richard Parker’s dog running loose next to the footpath and that the footpath is overgrown. This was passed onto Cllr Bradshaw.

The council noted the information.
1846/26  Village Halls

NONE
1847/26  Recreation grounds
NONE
1848/26   Street scene

NONE
1849/26  Flood Risk
Cllr Pickavance to update on the work on the drainage sluice at Mere Sands Wood

Cllr Pickavance presented the council with an estimate by a contractor for drainage work at Mere Sands Wood.
The council noted the information.

1850/26   Clerk’s report

Clerk to report on Village Society meeting.

A joint garden maintenance project on Rufford station with Rufford Primary School gardening club was discussed.

The council noted the information.

Holmeswood MUGA update

Yates Playgrounds Ltd were now in the process of completing Phase 2 of the MUGA.

The council noted the information.

1851/26   To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting; this being the Annual Parish Meeting, is scheduled for Monday 20th APRIL 2026 at ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD commencing at 7.00 PM.

 Chairperson closed the meeting at 9.20 pm
_______________________

Chairperson’s signature and date

